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Atalmost 90, these [rish nuns in Sierra Leone will never fully re

If Iwent back to Ireland
they would put me ina
nursing home, I'd die

%y Niamh Griffin [ i o

N SIERRA LEONE 5 \ ~\

SIERRA Leone might bring \
thoughts of civil war, diamonds or 4

ebola to mind, but for one group of
elderly Irish nuns the West African
nation is simply home.

It's predominantly a Muslim
country, but the missionary Sisters
of Saint Joseph of Cluny have
worked in schools there for over
130 vears. Their project is mainly
funded by Misean Cara, an
umbrella group for faith-based

elopment agencies funded by
ish Aid. The nuns are working on
a handover to local staff with sup-
port from Irish educational charity
Glocal Schoolroom, but the Sisters
are also reluctant to leave their
tropical home.

Sr Teresa McKeown, 89, has
worked in West Africa since 1954
and says: ‘1 am home. I'm Irish but
this is home. If I went back to Ire-
land, they would put me in a nurs-
ing home, I'd die,” She still has a
Westmeath lilt, coloured with local

‘My mother arrived in
furs and played bridge’

phrases when she teaches maths at
the school she co-founded. 5
She entered the order in 1948,
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